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FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant hereby voluntarily discloses the item listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 to 
the Commissioner for Patents in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97. A copy of item A is enclosed 
herewith. 

The reference listed on the instant Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Applicant further reserves the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the listed information should they be applied as references, and/or to prove that some 
of the cited information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that some of the cited information 
may not be enabling for the teachings they purport to offer. This statement further should not be 
construed as the representation that an exhaustive search has been made, or that the information 
cited herewith is material, or that there does not exist information more material to the 
examination of the present Application. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely 
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on the information submitted herein. On the contrary, the Examiner is requested to conduct an 
independent and thorough review of the information, and to form independent opinions as to 
their significance. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO-1449 and to indicate in the official file wrapper of the above-identified patent application 
that each item of the cited information has been considered. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 
P.O. Box 7037 
Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 
(404) 879-2423 (Telephone) 
(404) 879-2923 (Facsimile) 




Keats Quinalty 
Reg. No. 46,426 



Docket No.: PI 50 1031.1 



Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify tiiat this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
on: -y>g_tL3-^Y-v^A»Aj^ "aLtto^ 
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IPTO. SB 08A (08-03) ^ 
ISubstitute for Form 1 449 PTOM^^^oSV- 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessan ) 



Application Number 
10/634,019 



Filing Date 

08/04/03 



First Named Invcnlor 
Kirk \V. W'atkins 



Art Unit 
3727 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 
p'lSO 1031.1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite No. 


Document Number 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, Where Rcle\ ant 
Passages or Relevant Figures Appear 




A 


6,230,768 


Stapf et al. 
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Examiner 
Initials 


Cite No. 


Foreign Patent 
Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, 
Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


















































NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), 
title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), 
volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published 
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